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Life as a Non-Binary Traveller

Poetry Feature
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Will & Brett

(NOT QUITE) Straight Out Of Carlow

My Childs Story

The Journey To Being Equal

A True Carlow Success

This year we won't be celebrating pride in the park.
This magazine is replacing that celebration and
highlighting the lives of proud Carlow people. What
we have learned through this project is that there is
so much life in our county, and that some people's
voices were never heard, or taken seriously. Until
now.

This magazine has opened up a new space for
conversation locally about who we are as LGBT+ and
the right we have to live our lives peacefully in
Carlow. Over the last four issues, we have had over
100 people volunteer, and work together to connect
and create magaznes that document rural LGBT+
people. These volunteers have learned new things
and made new connections with people they would
never normally meet. That is something that can
only make us all better people. In 2022, we are
planning to hold our most colourful festival yet.

Read, learn & enjoy!

Over the past year, you may have seen the online
trolling of LGBT+ people, homophobic grafitti in
our town and lots of misinforamtion about LGBT+
people. This is why this magazine exists.

We also wanted to produce something that can
showcase rural LGBT+ peoples contribution to
Ireland. This magazine will also showcase the
talents, stories and creative community that
thrives here. Our town and county has some of
the most unique people. This project also aims to
save lives, and to end the stigma of being LGBT+
in Ireland.

Carlow Pride Festival has been an integral part of
making sure everyone can live here safely and in
peace. We are here to stay.
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Many communities accept LGBT+ people differently. One of
the most well known minority communities in Ireland is the
Irish Travelling Community. Gay, lesbian, bi and Trans Irish
Travellers have been public about issues they have
experienced from other Irish Travellers regarding sexuality
or gender identity. Irish Travellers are known for their strong
beliefs, but as time passes, these beliefs are changing.
Thankfully, many people in the Irish Travelling community
now feel that they are able to come out and speak freely
about their sexuality, gender identity or gender expression. I
recently had the pleasure of interviewing Pauly Kavanagh,
who himself is an LGBT+ traveller.

Since Pauly came out to his family in 2010 as bisexual he has
come out again, as gay and then a few years later as non-
binary. After coming out Pauly said that most of his family
were very accepting of him and supported him through his
journey. While he did have some family members who
distanced themselves from him, he never let it get him down
and instead focussed on the positive support he got from
those who were accepting of him. “The majority of my family
have been supportive since day one. Like with everything you
have like yin and yang, good and bad, so there were obviously
some who didn't agree with it. I decided to focus on my own
happiness and took it from there”. His general experience of
coming out in the Irish Travelling community was mixed.
“There’s going to be people that are still living in the past
and use a lot of homophobic slurs. When I first came out, I
was bullied because of who I was''.

Over the past few years tere has been a change in Ireland, to
become more accepting of the LGBT+ community and those
from the Irish Travelling community have been changing
their opinions also. “In the past being LGBT+ in the Travelling
community wouldn't have been accepted at all, whereas
nowadays we’ve realised that someone's sexuality doesn't
define who they are as a person. I like to think that as a
community, we're moving forward and becoming more
accepting to change. We’ve changed so much over the years.
If you told me when I first came out that things would
change to how they are today I would have said you were
crazy.” While there is work still to be done to protest LGBT+
Irish Travellers, seeing a change in our communities in rural
Ireland are becoming more accepting is encouraging.

ByRyanShannon
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According to information found on the Pavee Point
website, a study by the All Ireland Traveller Health Study
Team (AITHS Team) (2010) - All Ireland Traveller Health
Study: Technical Report found that suicide rates within the
Irish Travelling community are 6 times higher than the
general population. Suicide accounts for 11% of all Irish
Traveller deaths. Another report by LGBTIreland
commissioned by GLEN and BelongTo, and funded by the
HSE’s National Office for Suicide Prevention found that
LGBT+ teenagers are twice as likely to self-harm and three
times more likely to attempt suicide. These statistics are
worrying when you couple together the fact that Irish
LGBT+ Travellers are an at risk minority within an at risk
minority.

Luckily, Pauly has grown from his own experiences, and
they have shaped the person he is today. “If i could talk to
my younger self I would tell him not to take everything
that was said to heart and to live everyday for himself and
not other people. Not to let others lead you down the
wrong path and do things I didn't really want to do. To
keep your head up because things will get better.”

Many LGBT+ Irish Travellers may be afraid to come out, or
even seek help. They may not know where to go or who to
ask for help. “Every single person is in a different situation
and some families are more accepting than others. I would
say that once you can be true to yourself and accept
yourself - that's the most important thing.
Coming out was very hard for me and everyone's
experience in coming out will be different. You're always
going to get some good and some bad comments, some
people will love you and some people may dislike you. We
can't change other people's opinions so just follow your
heart and find your own happiness."
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There are services to help. You have someone
to talk to. A real person, who understands.

Here are some local and national numbers.
Always remember you are never alone. Many of
us have been helped by the following services.

CARLOWMENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION
Tel 085 818 1353
Email carlowmentalhealth@hotmail.com

MUI (MY UNIQUE INDIVIDUALITY) Youth Group
Tel 082 2722379 / 059 9133714

FOLLAINE COUNSELLING
Call or text 085 2780307

THE SWITCHBOARD LGBTQIA+ Support (7 days)
Tel 01 872 1055
www.theswitchboard.ie

TENI (TRANSGENDER EQUALITY NETWORK
IRELAND)
Tel 01 8733575
www.teni.ie

SAMARITANS
24 hour free phone 116 123
24 response email jo@samaritans.ie

LGBT KILKENNY
Tel 1890 929 539
Email info@lgbt.ie

CARLOWMENTATAT

THHE SWITCHBOARD LGBT



Waters wrote ‘Female Trouble’ as the second act
in his ‘Trash Trilogy’. To realise his depraved
vision, Waters teamed up with his larger-than-life
muse and all-round 'filthiest person alive', drag
artist Divine.

The film chronicles the outrageous journey of
protagonist Dawn Davenport (Divine) from bratty
suburban teenager, hell-bent on getting ‘cha-cha
heels’ for Christmas, to a psychopathic killer, who
feels like ‘the most beautiful person alive’ after a
face-altering acid attack. Dawn’s character arc
explores the theory that ‘the worse the crime
gets, the more ravishing one becomes.’

While the glorification of all things taboo is most
definitely metaphorical, I can’t help but feel that
Waters' aim is to challenge the viewer’s
perspective on morality. Waters completely
subverts normal morality in that the protagonist
gets happier and more beautiful the worse their
behaviour gets. It is an eye opener to everyone
who thinks that queer life is one of emptiness and
loneliness on the fringes of society. It can be
divinely debauched and fabulous and we do not
need hetero institutions to feel fulfilled or
content.

The film is undeniably and unashamedly queer.
‘Female Trouble’ was ahead of its time by
celebrating queerness on screen. The film even
features a hilariously subversive reverse ‘coming
out scene’, in which Dawn’s neighbour and rival
Aunt Ida (Edith Massey) tries to convince her
nephew to date men… ’The world of heterosexual
is a sick and boring life!’

Of course, the film’s star is herself a bastion of
pure, queer authenticity; Divine was
unapologetically herself both on and offscreen (no
small feat in conservative 1970’s Baltimore) and
gave hope and visibility to countless closeted
people struggling to find their place in a
heteronormative world.

When I start to doubt what I’m doing in drag I find
myself asking ‘WWDD’: What would Divine do? It
is a way I channel my ‘do what I want’ energy, to
be unashamedly myself and remind myself why I
do Drag. As the mainstream world has been
exposed more and more to one specific kind of
Drag through reality TV shows like ‘RuPaul’s Drag
Race’, I believe it is more important than ever for
our community to be aware of significant
historical queer films like ‘Female Trouble’.

‘Female Trouble’ and the trash trilogy live on
through the generations. So much so that as an
alternative, queer teenager in rural Carlow in the
early 2010s, these films changed my life and
significantly influenced my drag persona. I found
validity in the weird and escapism from the norm.
They showed me not only an alternative way of
thinking but, the power of celebrating the
absurdity and uniqueness of being queer.

‘Female trouble’ is not for the faint of heart.
Viewed through a ‘woke’ 2021 lens, it is as likely to
shock and offend as it did in the 1970’s. However,
the viewer invariably finds themselves cackling
wickedly at taboo topics like body modification
are explored in the most absurd and comedic
ways.

In the 1970’s film world, Queerness was a
subgenre by necessity. LGBT+ people were
excluded from heteronormative society the 1970’s.
We created our own world, where we were never
afraid to explore the taboo and the macabre, as
LGBT+ people were already considered unsavoury
and unwholesome in some parts of society.

Glamour has never been more grotesque than in
the 1973 cult classic ‘Female Trouble’ by acclaimed
director John Waters. Waters rose to Notoriety in
the early 1970’s thanks to his scandalous and
provocative art house films, such as ‘Mondo
Trasho’ (1969), ‘Multiple Maniacs’ (1970) and ‘Pink
Flamingos’ (1972).
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Iconic Demonic Carlow
Drag Queen
@LavenderTheQueen
reviews the underground
queer cult classic film
‘Female Trouble’ By John
Waters.
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PEP

PEP is a 28-day course of HIV medicines. You should
ideally start it within 24 hours, and definitely within
72 hours of unprotected sex. You can get PEP from
public sexual health clinics during opening hours, or
you can get a PEP starter pack from some hospital
emergency departments (at a cost) when the clinics
are closed.

What is PrEP for?

PrEP is a pill that is almost 100% effective at
preventing HIV-negative people from acquiring HIV.
PrEP is free in Ireland but must be accessed through
an approved clinic. You can find your nearest
approved PrEP clinic on sexualwellbeing.ie.

Undetectable = Untransmittable (U=U)

Effective HIV treatment (or medication), and an
undetectable viral load, means that the risk of HIV
being passed on through sex is zero. People living
with HIV can now feel confident that having an
undetectable viral load means HIV cannot be
passed on to sexual partners.

How can I get a full STI Screen?

You can get a full screen at a sexual health clinic.
Clinics are returning to normal services following
covid disruption. You can find a list of clinics on
hivirleand.ie. If you have any difficulty you can
contact the MPOWER team by emailing
mark.doyle@hivireland.ie or texting 086 600 2996.
Instagram and Facebook @mpowerprogramme.

How can I get tested and knowmy status?

You can get tested at sexual health clinics across
Ireland. These tests are free and confidential. If you
are not sure where your nearest clinic is you can use
the testing centre locator at hivireland.ie.

Rapid HIV Testing

MPOWER offers free rapid HIV testing to gay,
bisexual, and other MSM, on weekday evenings and
weekends. Testing takes place at their offices in
Dublin City by appointment booked through their
website.

HIV Self Test

MPOWER offers a free HIV Self-Test. The kit can be
ordered online and is delivered free of charge
directly to your door in discreet plain packaging.
The MPOWER team is available to support you every
step of the way by phone, email, WhatsApp or
Zoom.

Who can help?

MPOWER is an initiative by HIV Ireland, aiming to
empower gay, bisexual and other MSM, towards
improved sexual health and wellbeing. MPOWER is
peer-led, community-based sexual health
programme that is funded by the HSE Sexual
Health and Crisis Pregnancy Programme. The team
is made up of four outreach workers who are there
to offer support, guidance and referrals to services. If
you have any questions about sexual health or
wellbeing you can contact Mark at
mark.doyle@hivireland.ie or Whatsapp/text on 086
600 2996. You can also connect with MPOWER on
Instagram and Facebook @mpowerprogramme.

H I t t t d d k t t ?

In 2018, 31% of people who were
diagnosed with HIV identified as
straight (hetrosexual). (Information via
www.hivireland.ie).
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Will is a strong supporter of the Carlow Pride
Festival Committee. He was the first openly gay
member of Carlow County Council and its first gay
Chairman in 2010/11 and today is the first member
of the Council in a same sex marriage.

Tell me about your husband Brett?

I met my husband, Brett, in October 2010. Brett is
originally from South Africa. Both he and I are ex-
married with four children between us. We clicked
together from the very first moment because we
had a lot in common. Brett proposed marriage in
July last year and I said yes on condition that we
did not have a long engagement. We planned to
get married on 24th April this year but COVID-19
restrictions kicked in and like so many other
couples we had to change our weddings plans.
Changing celebrants, finding locations, finding
suits, rings, barbers! In the end we got married in
the Dolmen Hotel on Wednesday, April 21st with
two friends as witnesses. And then we went out to
Duckett’s Grove for wedding photos which was a
blast. We plan to have a celebration with our
families and friends when the COVID-19 restrictions
are lifted and it is safer to do so. The reaction to our
wedding has been phenomenal. We have been
overwhelmed by well-wisher’s texts, phone calls,
social media messages, cards, flowers and gifts.
Our “big day” has been covered by the Carlow
Nationalist, KCLR96fm and The Out Mag so we are
definitely feeling the love!

Have you ever experienced homophobia?

Honestly, I can positively say that neither Brett nor
I have ever experienced homophobia in Carlow or
Tullow. From the get go even when we were
holding hands or kissing in bars or restaurants in
town, no one ever commented. In fact the very
opposite, we would notice people looking over in
our direction and sometimes after a while the
people staring would come over and say
something like, “Lads I never thought that I would
see the day that two men would hold hands in
public in Carlow!” It was the start of some great
conversations! While we have been so lucky, we
have met many lads who grew up in Carlow who
did not have the same positive experience. I am
very much aware that a good number of young gay
people left Carlow as soon as they could and never
came back. We meet them in Dublin at gay events
and they don’t have good memories of Carlow but
remember being bullied at school and being
harassed because they were gay.
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Thankfully, Irish society has changed in recent
years and I will never forget being down in Cillian
Hill outside Kilkenny tallying votes in the Marriage
Referendum. I tallied two boxes of votes from
Tullow and saw a 60/40 divide in favour of same
sex marriage and in my heart I knew the
referendum was won. My only regret was not going
to Dublin Castle for the overall result.  
 
Any advice for those afraid to come out?
 
While things have changed in recent years, there
are so many men (and women) are still in the
closet. They are scared of the reaction of their
families and friends. I look at it this way – I was
separated with three children and a local politician
in the public eye when I came out! I made it though
and I genuinely believe so can everyone else. The
hardest part of coming out is the pressure you
place on yourself! Thinking about acceptance and
rejection, how people will react. But the feeling of
telling some about being gay or some other human
being knowing is so liberating. I did it slowly and
then the rumour mill took over but at that stage I
was free of the chains in my mind. And twelve
years later I can say coming out publicly was the
best decision of my life. People know I’m gay and
the electorate have returned me to serve at Carlow
County Council not because of my sexuality  but
because of who I am and the work I do for my
community. 
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The legal process took five months to complete, but
if something had happened in this technical waiting
period, Celine had zero legal rights or recognition to
her own daughter. She would be considered a legal
stranger in the eyes of the law. I think any family
with new-born babies can get consumed by the
what if’s and the absolute fear of something going
wrong, but most families are not waiting for legal
recognition for their own children.

Children born tomale parents.
Children born via surrogacy.
Children conceived or born outside of Ireland.
Children conceived using at-home insemination.
Children conceived using known or anonymous
donors.

Children still excluded* are:

(Note that some amnesties apply for children born
or conceived prior to May 5th 2020)

Photo courtesy of Lily Ray

Photo courtesy of Lily Ray
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