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This online magazine is a voluntary
community project supported by the
Carlow Pride Festval committee. The
aim is to document and celebrate
LGBT+ people, life and stories from
Carlow in an online magazine. No
revenue or expense is generated
from this magazine.

TADHG @TadhgOfficial
Photography by Rhianna Cannon

 
Got a local LGBT+ story?  Want to write a
story?  Get in touch!  We would love to
hear from you.
 
        @theoutmag
        @theoutmag
           editor.theoutmag@gmail.com



The idea for this magazine came to me
when I realised 2020 wasn't going to be
business as usual.  Because a lot of LGBT+
events and gatherings were postponed or
cancelled due to COVD-19, I realised I still
need to connect local LGBT+ somehow. 
 Creating a magazine that celebrates and
connects local LGBT+ people is a lasting and
historic tribute to the people featured in this
magazine, and its readers.

 
This local LGBT+ magazine cost nothing to
produce, just some time.  Spending our time
celebrating people is the best investment
we can make.  I hope you enjoy this issue. 
 We all worked hard, and I believe it shows.

 
I officially dedicate this magazine to
every LGBT+ person in Carlow.
 

John Paul

We also wanted to produce something

that can showcase local LGBT+ people in

a positive light.  This magazine will also

showcase the talents, stories and

creative community that thrives in

Carlow.  Now we have somewhere to

document it.  

 
TADHG - SUPER RÉALT
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By John Paul Payne
Assisted by Thomas Brown-Lawlor
Photography by Rhianna Cannon
 



When a famous singer once quoted “You can cage the singer

but not the song” he clearly hadn't met Tadhg Griffin.  Growing

up in Carlow, no one could have predicted the unique talent, as

well as the effortless pizzaz contained within him.   He has

performed across Ireland, including Electric Picnic, a right of

passage reserved for Ireland's best musical talents.  Tadhg’s

unusual take of his creative art form provides many

unforgettable experiences for his audiences. 
 
As a child Tadhg grew up around music, his mother Mary is a
well respected local performer, his father is the highly regarded
teacher in Gaelscoil Eoghain Uí Thuairisc.   
 
His musical life began quite early. “I started taking piano lessons
when I was four.   There was a time when I didn't like it at all,
because I was just doing classical music”. Growth within music
was key to Tadhg’s creativity.  “I didn't play any music for about
half a year.  If you don’t try to find out what kind of music you
like you’ll never become a musician. You’ll never realise how
wide a spectrum music has, there are no walls or boundaries”. 
 
As a teenager, self growth and having authentic self belief
played a huge part in forming who he is today.   “It's something
you build up over time, I always knew in the back of my mind
who I wanted to be.  There was always a destination to work
towards”.

Tadhg’s family is like many Irish
families in a sense, it's very
musical.   He is surrounded by
talent, both academically and
musically - but he is also
supported by a very close knit
family and friends. 
 
“I want to continue my family
legacy. I held myself back for a
while, because I was finding my
feet and realising what I was
capable of.   The first time I
properly did a gig was with Ollie
Hennessy’s Follow Me Up To
Carlow. Those early performances
played a huge part in my artistic
development. They made me
realise that I wanted to push
myself out there and experience
more of a wild side”.



And that he did.  From painting his body blue and
having his band wear ornate and colourful masks
in Whelan’s, to having his friends paint him in all
the colours of the rainbow mid performance in
The Button Factory - it's hard not to stop what
you're doing and watch Tadhg perform. 
 
“When I joined my first band, Square 1, it was the
first time I could stand out from behind the
piano.   We had our first concert in Club D’art
down on Pembroke Road for 50 of our closest
family and friends. Our opening number was
Can't Stop by The Red Hot Chilli Peppers. I
remember hearing the guitar intro and walking
off the stage into my family and friends and
singing back to them as if to say this is who I am,
this is what I am and I love it. For the first time I
gave the performance that I would have wanted
to see. It was a big step towards becoming the
person I am today.  It was a fork in the road - if I
hadn't done that performance I probably
wouldn't be doing the music I’m doing”.  
 
While identifying as a man Tadhg also freely
expresses his gender fluidity. He flows between
masculine and feminine with an understanding
that can only be gained through deep self
growth and personal motivation. “I live in a place
that is between worlds, the masculine and the
feminine, the conservative and the expressive. I
can only create from perspectives, and since
that’s mine it has a massive effect on what I
create”. 
 
“When I got to my teens, I got to experience
more things online, like Drag Race. I saw colours
and self-expression that I hadn't been exposed to
in Carlow, and I really identified with it. Seeing
these people being proudly out of the ordinary
was really inspirational”. 
 
Incorporating his love of music and the Irish
language in a clearly queer way, was always on
the cards for Tadhg.   “Irish has always been part
of my life.  I went to an all Irish primary and
secondary school. My father is from the
Gaeltacht. I have to bring who I am to the table,
and Gaeilge is a massive part of who I am”. 
 
Tadhg uses this proficiency in the Irish language
to explore another, forgotten part of queer
culture.  “"To me the Irish language is kind of a
masculine, hetrosexual zone, you dont really
think of queer people being part of it."



Looking back, Tadhg tells us of the reactions he
received from his family and friends when he
came out and how this both established and
reinforced his confidence.
 
“I first came out to my close friend Amy.  She met
my anxiety and shame with love and security.
She gave me the confidence to come out to my
parents. They reacted just as Amy had. With love
and compassion.”
 
Tadhg realises this isn’t the case for every queer
person.  “I have a great family behind me.  I’m so
blessed to have the emotional support from my
family and friends, a lot of people are not blessed
with that.   I think I have the groundings to push
myself and do my absolute best, I want to make
my parents proud.”
 
“My parents have sacrificed a lot so that myself
and my brother can have the privileges that we
have. I want to give back to my family and
friends, and I see the goal of being a famous
musician as a means to get those things. Which
sounds convoluted, but at the end of the day we
all have our needs and our wants. That doesn’t
devalue my dreams, it enforced the road I was to
take, because it makes me more driven.”
 
When Tadhg discusses how fame and the future
looks to him, he has a refreshing concept on
celebrating the achievements and milestones.  “I
want to tour the world and let everyone hear my
music.   My first english single “Space Love”
comes out in June and everybody needs to hear
it.   I want to play the Three Arena, why not?  I’m
willing to work hard enough, and maybe those
things won't happen, but I’ll always dream.”
 
Tadhg releases new music "Space Love" in June
2020.  Tour dates and events can be found online
@TadhgOfficial on Facebook and Instagram.



 
“Growing up in a small rural village in Wexford

was tough as a young gay man I didn’t know

anyone else who was feeling the same way i

was”.   Paddy encountered the same problems

going from a small rural village into secondary

school, where he felt his life was turned on his

head.  When he came out at 17 and he had

started college by then.  “In college I  started to

find myself and it really gave me the confidence

being around other gay people, we would go to

a bar called the fly trap in the Forum in

Waterford where they had a gay night once a

month.  It gave me an insight into a completely

different world.  Growing up I  didn’t have a gay

role model as such to look up to and found that i

didn’t know what being gay was until i went to

college”. 

 
Where Paddy grew up he didn’t know anyone

else that was gay so college was where he

began to explore his sexuality and began to

create a life for himself.   “My first experience at

this bar I actually met someone who was from

my hometown and the reaction from both of us

was ‘What are you doing here?’, and to me it

was comforting to see a familiar face and there

were more people like me out in the world.” 

 
We all have that same similar story growing up -

whether we live in a small rural village or big

city.   You can have that feeling of being alone

and isolated. “Even now I still live in my home

town area and I would   still get some

homophobic abuse as some things do take more

time to filter through in rural areas.”



With going to college Paddy chose to go into the
healthcare profession. “I trained to be a nurse but growing
up I always wanted to be a pilot.   I still would, but as a
teenager I lived with my uncle who I would have
considered him to be a father figure role model.  He had a
chronic condition called COPD and getting involved in his
care at a young age certainly gave me the early skills and
passion to pursue the nursing  profession.  After my uncle
passed the harsh reality is that life is not infinite and that
this time is precious and no matter how well you might
take care of someone, life can have other plans on the
cards”. 
 
“With dealing with death in my family and learning to live
my life as a gay man led me to know that in life believing
in myself is the most important thing.   To also love myself
is also extremely important and in this life.  If you don’t
learn to love yourself completely, the good and the bad - it
can be very difficult to love somebody else in return. I
believe that in reality we search outside of ourselves for
love and the love that we are missing within it and until we
fill that void we feel inside we might never be happy”.

Growing up as a gay man in a rural setting, Paddy
would have heard that being gay is wrong and
sinful, and he would internalize this negative
feelings and hide his true self away.  When he did
come - out the hardest part was learning how to
love himself and allowing himself to be happy. 
 “Growing up I always felt that I never belonged
to the LGBT+ community and not that I was any
way different to them as such but I didn’t know
where I fitted into the group.    People assumed
you should behave in certain way if your gay.  All
you can really be is yourself and live your life the
way you want to live it”. 
 
With this knowledge Paddy decided to see some
of the world and travelled to India firstly on a
personal holiday and fell in love with the country
and its people instantly. “I realised that when you
think you know yourself 100% then you are
probably kidding yourself. 
 
If you think you know the world and other people
100% you most definitely are kidding yourself.
Life is an experience and to box yourself in one
culture or one area I believe that you are doing
yourself a tremendous injustice.  

Continued on next page.

 



Especially when we have the luxury or the
privilege to travel the world to so many different
countries now.   India for  me was always a
spiritual place.  On my  first trip there I realised I
really didn’t know myself at all.   Being there
ignited a passion in me to really get to know
myself and to love myself regardless of my
imperfections.”
 
“When I went back a second time I really wanted
to give back to the country and its people for
what it had given me.   I really feel when I
returned home I was a different person than
when I left.  Up until last year it was illegal to be
gay in India and punishable by death.  As part of
my work with the HOPE foundation I was
teaching English and I felt it was important to
teach and discuss the important topics that are
going on in Indian society such as   gay and
transgender rights and issues.  I believe that
education especially in the schools will hopefully
see India become more liberal in times to come.”
 
Looking back, how does Paddy feel about the
world he lives in?   “ I am extremely happy and
that happiness is not external, it is internal and it
comes from inside.”



Unofficial Fairy Godmother to the Gays

There are services to help.  You have someone to
talk to.  A real person, who understands. 
 

Here are some local and national numbers.  Always

remember you are never alone. Many of us have

been helped by the following services.  

 

 

CARLOW REGIONAL YOUTH SERVICE
Tel 059 9130476
Email reception@carlowys.ie
 

MUI (MY UNIQUE INDIVIDUALITY)
Tel 082 2722379 / 059 9133714
 

FOLLAINE COUNSELLING
Call or text 085 2780307
 

 

 

 

Ingredients :
 

Chocolate chip brioche bread,
Butter,
2 eggs,
1 mug of milk,
1 tablespoon of caster sugar,
Dried figs (chopped),
Cream to serve.

• BUTTER each slice of brioche on both

sides, and layer in a large oven dish. Put a

small amount of the figs in each layer.

• MIX the eggs, milk and sugar together.

• POUR the milk, egg and sugar mixture

over the brioche in the overn dish.

• LEAVE the bread soak up the milk, eggs

and sugar for about 30 minutes.

• PLACE dish into the oven, 180°C (Gas

mark 6) for about 30-40 minutes.

 

Allow to cool for 20 minutes before

serving.  Serve with cream!

BELONG 2
Tel 01 6706223
www.belongto.org
 

TENI (TRANSGENDER EQUALITY NETWORK IRELAND)
Tel 01 8733575
www.teni.ie
 

SAMARITANS
24 hour free phone 116 123
24 response email jo@samaritans.ie
 

LGBT KILKENNY 
Tel 1890 929 539
Email info@lgbt.ie
 

 

 











Colour always attracts.   Flowers blooming, buildings painted in pastel
colours or artwork in a gallery.  The kid in all of us still gets excited about
seeing something new and fresh, never seen before.   For many LGBT+
people, seeing the rainbow flag is a feeling of being home, or being
connected to something.   The rainbow flag was designed in 1978 by
Gilbert Baker in San Francisco.  
 
Up until then, LGBT+ people didn’t have a single symbol that the majority
felt represented them.   Gilbert designed the flag with 7 colours, but
because pink dye wasn't readily available in the late 70s, the flag we
know and love today is a rainbow made up of 6 colours. 
 
The rainbow flag has been replicated many times over and is a symbol of
the pursuance of LGBT+ rights worldwide.  One form in which it is used is
as a rainbow crosswalk in hundreds of major cities across the world.  If
you have ever walked across one of these pedestrian crossings, you are
instantly uplifted and are brought back to that joy of childhood magic
and excitement.  
 
The street art is also a powerful tourism gauge, bringing vast sums of
revenue for normally uninspiring parts of cities and towns.
 
Carlow Pride Festival has the idea to self commision and fund a piece of
street art with the support of local government.  A local artist, who has a
track record of delivering world class murals was needed.
 
Paul Byrne, has that track record - and his works comes with powerful
messages.   When Paul was asked to commission a rendering to present
to the Municipal District meeting to - he jumped at the chance.

(Above) Never before seen rendering
of Pauls work.
(Below) An idea of what the mural
may look like in Carlow town.



“For the past number of years, one of my main aims is
portraying inner strength and positivity through
illustration, painting and street art. Reinforcing healthy
beliefs is the narrative that runs through a lot of my
pieces. I’ve seen first hand how reframing your beliefs
can have a massively positive impact on your life!”
 
 
“Since graduating from the National College of Art and
Design (NCAD), I’ve embarked on a creative journey,
working through various mediums.” 
 
 
“Clean lines, iconography, symbolism and typography
play a key role in this process and execution of my
finished pieces. While working across all mediums, large
scale paintings and street art pieces are my preferred
platforms.”  
 
 
The ideas were formally presented to elected members
and local government officials, including Carlows new
Lord Mayor Andrea Dalton.   The entire room voted in
favour of supporting the mural.  After the presentation in
the Municipal DIstrict, journalists present in the public
gallery picked up on the story and the next week it was
the talk of Carlow.    
 
 
Paul's vision behind the murals are unique and modern
takes on the iconic rainbow flag.   “I went with a symbolic
theme on this. Keeping in mind it’s relevance and
placement, the cleaner and more iconic this is… the
better!” 
 
 
“I’ve used the pride colours and in the centre,
incorporated a plus symbol. The plus symbol represents
positivity, inclusivity and different elements joining
together to create something fantastic. Having it in the
centre of a street crossing like this also represents two
different paths joining together.” 
 
 
Carlow Pride Festival are committed to creating a lasting
and permanent mural in Carlow that represents the
LGBT+ who left, who stayed or who never lived to see the
day being LGBT+ is celebrated. 
 
Have an idea?  We would love to hear from you! Be part
of our amazing magazine!  editor.theoutmag@gmail.com

(Above) Eire Og CLub House is one of Pauls most
recognised works. 
(Below) Other iconic works are emotive ways in
which the artist gets a message across to his
audience.

All images courtesy of Paul Byrne (goodidea.ie)



When I landed in Ireland a few days before
the event, I was given the job of Social
Media Manager.   Basically I had to talk to
people, take photos and videos of the
event, and engage the audience who
couldn't make it to the event.  To stand in
Carlow Town Park and witness the
incredible joy and community spirit
happening around me, was a moment I’ll
never forget.  As someone who doesn’t live
in Ireland, it made me feel like I was an
adopted Irish person for the day.  
 
Seeing hundreds of families meeting old
friends and making new ones inspired me
to volunteer in London since I returned. 
Next year, I am planning on bringing 10 of
my friends from overseas to let them
experience Carlow.

I first heard about Carlow Pride Festival on social media
through friends.   I followed their story online from the
very beginning.  Each week it seemed that they were
growing and making their mark on Carlow.   It was
inspiring to see how the whole community was engaging
with this idea, and how much support the committee was
gaining week on week. 
 
I work in corporate London, on the stock exchange for a
major American bank.   Inspirational stories rarely get
filtered down to my job, it's all about the bottom line and
money.   Seeing the incredible community effort that was
happening across the sea in Ireland, I just knew I had to get
involved
 
As the event got closer, and they had their very first
fundraiser, I decided I would spend my very well earned
vacation time in Carlow.   I reached out to the committee
and asked how I could help.  That started the ball rolling to
one of the best adventures of my life!

Above : Cathaoirleach of Carlow County
Coucil John Pender meets Kiran at the
festival. (Images courtesy of Carlow Pride).



"We setup Carlow Pride to enhance the lives of LGBT+ people,
their families and friends across Carlow County. Our first
priority is always the health and wellbeing of you.
 
We have decided to cancel Carlow Pride Festival (19/07/2020)
due to the current COVID-19 global pandemic.  The next Carlow
Pride Festival will happen next in July 2021.
 
The current situation has made it impossible for us to be able to
organise an event this year.  However, we will be marking the
19th of July 2020 in a very special way, and you can help.  Follow
us on social media for updates.
 
We are dedicated to working with local government,
organisations and businesses to make sure the next years
Carlow Pride Festival is incredible.
 
Carlow Pride Festival has become the best part of our lives and
every day we feel the love from you.  We will never stop letting
the world know that Carlow is a fantastic place to live, work and
socialise in - no matter who you are."
 
Carlow Pride Festival Committee.

"

Image courtesy of VeeJey Photography




